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Children and Young Person’s Bill 

The Children and Young Person’s Bill was published on the 15th November 2007. Its aim is to improve outcomes for children and young people who are “looked after” by the local authority (often known as in the care system) 

Key elements of the Bill are:

· Giving pilot local authorities the power to commission services from “Social Work Practices” 

· Improving the quality of care planning and ensuring children are fully involved in decisions 

· Increasing school’s capacity to address the needs of children in care 

· Increasing support for children moving out of the care system 

· Improving the quality and stability of placements for children in care

What is Mencap doing? 

Mencap is working to ensure that the issues for disabled children and young people in care are addressed through the Bill.

In particular we are lobbying on 4 key areas:

· A guarantee that all disabled children in 52-week residential placements will have the protection offered by looked-after children status
· A right to short breaks for families caring for severely disabled children, in order to keep families together and reduce the need for care placements
· Sufficient local provision to enable disabled children in care to be as close to home as possible.  
· Plans for disabled children leaving care to be joined up with other transition plans 

Mencap are supporting 4 amendments to the Bill based on these areas.
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